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are most of them chrystaline and sometimes gathered for
cutting into ornaments. I picked up some, and amongst them
one about the bigness of a pigeons egg which a jeweller in
Bengal1 assured me was harder than any pebble he had ever
seen.

We saw today smoke at a distance ascending in several
places, which they told us was from habitations on the river
side, and this day the dome of Meched Ali was yet in sight,
which appeared on the hill like a globe of fire2.

zqth. Departed at five. Course somewhat to eastward
of S.E. Country and \vind much the same. At noon baited
as customary, and finished our days journey about sunset.
Found pits of bad water today twice, and passed the night
indifferently well.

30th. Mounted this morning at five, and in our way dis-
covered an empty camel, which many of the Arabs imme-
diately pursued with the utmost speed 3 being wholly the
property of him who first reaches the prize. We baited at
noon near some pits of very bad water, and ended our stage
about six. The days course more easterly than usual. The
country more level, and somewhat more better provided with
food for the camels. Wind northerly and excessive hot, but
the night more temperate.

315^. Set out this morning at four and baiting as usual
ended our stage in the evening. Wind, weather and country
near the same. Our situation here was near the ruins of a
large fortress3, and the water better tasted than any we had
for many days past. And is what we have experienced at all
such places in the desart, that the water is there better and
in greater plenty than ordinary elsewhere; which occasions
me to imagine that the fortified structures were either erected
and maintained by merchants whose commerce required
their passing that way to secure themselves water, as without
such certainty the journey would be impracticable, or else
by the Arabs of the desart in their defence against each other,

1  For cinj read 'of/ for the account was written at Basra.

2  See p. 167.

Probably Rahba [Rahaba].
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